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The Feather Princesses  
September Meeting Minutes - 9/13/22 

                                    Princesses Dorothy Johnson, Joanne Rodriguez, and Michelle Barry 

President, Princess Dorothy Johnson, called the meeting to order at 11 a.m., asked the Princesses to 
turn down the volume on their cell phones, and reminded them to sign-up for the September Birthday 
Drawing, if their birthday is in September. 

Membership: Princesses Betty Jo Lecaroz and B.J. Weber  
• President Dorothy presented the new Membership Chairs, Princesses Betty Jo Lecaroz and B. J. 

Weber; and thanked the outgoing chairs, Princesses Lorraine Masten and Donna Monteith, for 
their wonderful service to our guild. 

• Princesses Betty Jo and B. J. passed out a half sheet of paper to the Princesses in attendance to 
write down their emergency contact information, and then to pass it to Princess Michelle Barry. 

Treasurer’s Report: Princess Betty Jo Lecaroz, Acting Treasurer 
Princess Betty Jo Lecaroz presented the Treasurer’s Report.  

Announcement of New Officers: President Dorothy Johnson 
• Announced that Princess Ritu Haldar will assume the position of Secretary again, and that 
• Announced that Princess Michelle Barry will switch from Secretary to the Treasurer position and 

serve as our guild’s new Treasurer. 

Apples for The Teacher Presentation: President Dorothy Johnson 
• Thanked our quilt circle leaders and specialty applique group leaders for their outstanding 

service to our guild and for sharing their knowledge and expertise with us - teaching us different 
techniques, attending the circles and meetings every month, coordinating the group quilts for 
our upcoming quilt show, etc.  

• Presented a fat quarter packet of apple-themed fabrics to each leader in attendance at the 
meeting—Princesses Becky Gammons, Cheryl Haynes, Roni Hunt, and Joanne Rodriguez. 

Sunshine: Princess Ritu Haldar was absent. Princess Karen P. Hamilton filled in: 
• Princess Mary Moody is not feeling well. 
• Princess Barbara Belcher’s brother passed away.  
• Princess Dee Anderson is feeling better since having a mini stroke; but her doctors are still trying 

to get her blood pressure stabilized. 
• Princess Terry Montaldo is still having stomach issues and could not attend our meeting today.  
• Princess Eileen Leonard is feeling better after having a mini stroke, her occupational therapist is 

coming to Eileen’s home to give her therapy, and Eileen is enjoying the Mom’s Meals being 
delivered to her. 
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Community Service: Princess Shirley Williams 
• Princess Sandi Snow was not at the meeting today, so Princess Shirley Williams will deliver the 

donations. 
• Princess Sandi Snow will deliver the donations in October.  
• If any Feather Princess would like to deliver the donations in December, please let Princess 

Shirley know. 
• Princess Karen Benitez will deliver the donations in January 2023 to the First United Methodist 

Church. 

Fat Quarter Exchange: Princess Linda Woytisek) 
• Announced that the fat quarter fabric selection for September is Autumn Colored Batiks. 
• Conducted the drawing and the following members won bundles of Autumn Colored Batiks: 

Princesses Beverly Abenante, Karen Benitez, Dorothy Johnson, and Joanne Rodriguez. 
• Announced that the fat quarter fabric selection for October will be Any Color Batiks. 

Healing Hearts: Princess Shirley Kaspyrzk was absent. Princess Dorothy Johnson 
filled in: 
Princess Dorothy thanked the Princess for making the Healing Heart blocks and she asked them to turn 
in the completed blocks and fat quarters they brought to the meeting that day. 

Hospitality: Princess Cheryl Brown was absent. Princess Shirley Williams filled in: 
Princess Dorothy thanked Princess Shirley for stepping-up and making coffee, and Dorothy thanked all of 
the Princesses who brought goodies to share and those who helped Shirley with the Hospitality. 

Special Announcement: Princess Dorothy Johnson 
Announced that Princess Helen Klett came to the meeting early to bring library books and to donate 
quilt magazines, and that Helen will move later this week to be near her family. 

Membership Directory: Princess Michelle Barry: 
• Announced that she prepared a draft of the FP 2022 – 2023 Membership Directory, listing all of 

the Feather Princesses members who renewed their membership. 
• Comfirmed that the directory is scheduled to go to print no later than September 29, 2022, and 

she will distribute the directory at our October 11 guild meeting. 

Newsletter: Princess Michelle Barry: 
Announced that articles for the October issue of the Plume are due to Princess Dorothy Johnson by 
Friday, September 30.   

Retreat: Princess Karen Benitez: 
• Announced that we have one month to go before our 2022 Retreat convenes. 
• Shared that we had a good Retreat meeting at 10 a.m. and that she will follow-up with emails. 
• Confirmed that check-in at Lake Yale is Friday, October 14, 10 a.m. – 11 a.m. 
• Reminded the Princesses that the donated items for the Retreat goody bags do not have to be 

sewn or quilted. 
• Announced she will accept items for the bags from the Princesses when they check-in at Lake  

Yale. 
• Confirmed she will distribute an itinerary, listing the schedule of the Retreat activities. 
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Show N Tell/Show-Offs: Princess Beverly Abenante 
Took photos of the lovely quilts made by our talented members and reminded all of the Princesses to 
sign-in their quilt, if they brought one for Show N Tell. 

Special Blocks: Princess Jamie Crowe was absent. 
• It was announced that the Princesses should turn in their completed Autumn Special Blocks to 

Princess Kathy Bixby today.  
• Princess Dorothy reminded us to complete our Autumn Special Blocks and turn them in by our 

October 11 guild meeting, when the drawing will be held. 

Tool Time: Princess Roni Hunt 
• Discussed using file folders. She read this online and thought it was a great idea, and she 

recommended that we put our blocks for patterns or fabric within file folders that are 
categorized.  

• Showed a Gutterman (only) spool of thread, twirled the bottom and it came open, revealing a 
secret compartment to store needles.  Even the thin spools of Gutterman thread can come 
open.  

• Passed out the monthly calendar.  
• Welcomed the Feather Princesses to share tool tips that worked for them. 

Facebook/Website: Princess Michelle Barry 
• Instructed the Princesses to check the website for any information on guild related activities we 

are currently having.  
• Announced that the guild meeting minutes and the past year’s newsletters are also posted to 

our website.  

Special Events Chair Announcement: Princess Dorothy Johnson 
• Announced that our former member, Princess Janet Pruett, did not return to our guild this year; 

so, the Special Events Chair position is open.  
• Explained that the Special Events Chair is in charge of our guild’s special events, such as our 

special Spring event, anniversary celebration, and Christmas meeting/party.   
• Confirmed that this year our December guild meeting will convene on Tuesday, December 13. 

We already reserved the Carrollwood Recreation Center for that date; but we will discuss the 
type of Christmas meeting we want to have and then decide whether to meet at the center or 
go to another venue to celebrate.  

Program: Vice President Joanne Rodriguez 
• Presented the informative and inspirational program, “Binding and Finishing our Quilts.”  
• Brought small quilts to show samples of different kinds of binding—Self binding, facing binding, 

2-sided binding.  
• Expressed that the “Better Homes and Garden Complete Guide to Binding” is her favorite 

reference.  
• Welcomed several Feather Princesses members to share their tips about making binding.  
• Announced that Sharon Schamber has a good YouTube video, and so does Heirloom Quilts on 

making binding.  
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~Lunch~ 

Vice President’s Report: Princess Joanne Rodriguez 
• Announced that the Broderie Perse blocks are now sewn together and then she showed the 

finished quilt top. She will get it quilted; and after our quilt show, every Feather Princesses 
member who made a block will be entered in the drawing to win the quilt.  

• Is still reviewing the Education Questionnaire to determine if we need to focus on any other 
applique/quilting techniques as a group.  

• Reminded the Princesses to contact her if they need help or any information at all to complete 
their quilts for the show; and she will be happy to assist them. 

President’s Report: Princess Dorothy Johnson: 
• Thanked Princess Betty Jo Lecaroz for serving as the liaison between the Carrollwood Recreation 

Center and our guild, helping us reserve the Carrollwood Recreation Center for our September, 
October, and December guild meetings. 

• Announced that Princesses Linda Pazdzinki and Lois Bretzloff will serve as our new Librarians, 
and they are working to get our library operational again.   

• Thanked Princesses Jeanne Casiglia and Cheryl Haynes for helping during this transition in our 
guild’s library. 

• Discussed why we filled out the half page sheet with our emergency contact information. 
Dorothy confirmed that the information will remain confidential and only our Executive Board 
members and Membership Chairs will have access to it, in case of an emergency. The 
emergency contact information will not be published in our membership directory, nor will it be 
posted to our website. 

• Thanked our members, Princesses Michelle Barry, Becky Gammons, Roni Hunt, and Annette 
Kocsis for assisting Princess Dee Anderson when Dee got sick at our Quilt Show and Committee 
Meeting.  

• Announced that she would no longer serve as the leader of the Team Legacy - Civil War Group; 
and that Princess Peg Jacques is the new leader of the group. Dorothy also noted that Peg and 
her daughter, Lori, made an excellent presentation at the August Civil War Group meeting. Peg’s 
presentation focused on making cotton “pennies” and Lori’s presentation focused on making 
wool “pennies.”  

• The “Autumn Splendor Challenge” will convene next month at our October 11 guild meeting. 
When you arrive at the meeting, be sure to give the quilts and wallhangings you are entering in 
the challenge to Princess Joanne Rodriguez. Feather Princesses members and guests who attend 
the meeting will receive a ballot and be eligible to vote for their favorite wallhanging and quilt. 
The maker of the wallhanging that receives the most votes will win a prize of $50. The maker of 
the quilt that receives the most votes will win a prize of $100. We will have a special display of 
these challenge quilts at our quilt show.   

• The “Special Block “and “Fun in the Sun!” Challenges will be held at our November 10 guild 
meeting.  When you arrive at the meeting, be sure to give the quilts and wallhangings you are 
entering in the challenge to Princess Joanne Rodriguez. Feather Princesses members and guests 
who attend the meeting will receive a ballot and be eligible to vote for their favorite wallhanging 
and quilt. The maker of the wallhanging that receives the most votes will win a prize of $50. The 
maker of the quilt that receives the most votes will win a prize of $100. We will have a special 
display of these challenge quilts at our quilt show.   
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Quilt Show: Princess Dorothy Johnson 
• Reminded the Princesses to turn in a Quilt Entry Form along with a photo for every quilt, 

wallhanging, and miniature they enter in our show. 
• Thanked Princess Linda Simons for turning in several Quilt Entry Forms at that meeting. 
• Reported that she needs these forms to determine the amount of pipe and drape needed and 

the layout for hanging the quilts at our show. 
• Announced that Princess Roni Hunt will serve as the Co-Chair of the Boutique Committee, along 

with Princess Michelle Barry. 
• Announced that Princess Brooke Miller will serve as the Co-Chair of the Program Booklet Ads 

Committee, along with Princess Michelle Barry. 
• Announced that Princess Peggy Wattenbarger will take pictures of our show quilts at our 

October 13 guild meeting. The doors will open at 9 a.m. and the quilt photography will begin at 
9:30 a.m. 

• Badges: Princess Michelle Barry 
Distributed a piece of paper to our members and instructed them to write their names and 
make a check mark to indicate they plan to work a shift at our quilt show.  

• Baskets: Princess Karen Benitez 
Reminded the Princesses to bring their gift basket items next month at our October 11 guild 
meeting and turn them in to Princess Diane Keeports. 

• Miniature Quilts: Princess Dee Anderson was absent. Princess Dorothy filled in: 
- Asked the Princesses to please try to finish their miniature quilts, fill out a Quilt Entry Form 

with photo for each miniature they make, and give the form(s) to Princess Dee Anderson.  
The Miniature Quilt Guidelines are posted to our website. 

- Reminded the Princesses that the miniature quilts must consist of at least 60% applique. The 
Miniatures may be a Combo styled quilt consisting of patchwork and 60% applique.  

- Discussed possible non-profit charitable organizations for us to consider giving the proceeds 
from the miniature quilt auction. Princess Dorothy asked that we table this discussion and 
decision until Princess Dee Anderson is present. 

• Opportunity Quilt: Princess Karen P. Hamilton 
- Reported the total amount in ticket sales turned in so far. 
- Announced the cost is $25 for 30 tickets.   
- Asked the Princesses to please remember to turn in the ticket stubs, so they can be entered 

in the drawing.  

• Program Booklet Ads: Princesses Michelle Barry and Brooke Miller 
- Asked each Feather Princesses member to sell at least one ad (any size) for our quilt show 

program booklet, to help cover the cost of printing the booklet. 
- Distributed the following handouts and reviewed these with the Princesses:  

a. 2023 Program Booklet Guidelines 
b. 2023 Program Booklet Advertising Rates Form 
c. 2023 Business – Individual Program Ad Form 

- Princess Brooke Miller announced that she will coordinate the collection of the ads and ad 
payments from our members; and then she will turn these over to Princess Michelle Barry. 
Princess Brooke also specified that she will contact the quilt shops and quilt related 
businesses to sell ads. 

- Princess Michelle Barry announced that she will receive the ads from Princess Brooke and 
format them in the quilt show program booklet.  
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• Photography (Peggy Wattenbarger) 

- Announced that she will take pictures of our finished quilt tops and finished quilts at our 
October 11 guild meeting.  

- Recommended that it is best to take the pictures outside in the natural sunlight. 
- Announced that she will give the photo(s) to the Princesses at our November 11 guild 

meeting, to attach to the Quilt Entry Forms.  
- Informed us that Princess Dorothy has a few quilt pictures that Princess Peggy took at our 

April guild meeting.   
- Announced that the photo attached to the Quilt Entry Form does not have to be taken by a 

professional photographer.  Taking a picture with your cell phone is good enough.  If you 
take a photo with your phone, Princess Peggy can print that photo with her photo printer.  

• Volunteers: Princess Linda Simons 
- Princess Linda Simons volunteered to serve as our Volunteers Chair and she will coordinate 

and keep track of the shifts the Feather Princesses work at our quilt show.  
- At our November 10 guild meeting, Princess Linda will have a schedule ready for us to sign-

up to indicate the specific time slots we will work at the show on Friday and Saturday.  

• Demos 
- Princess Diane Keeports volunteered to serve as our Demos Chair and coordinate the demos 

at our show.   
- A demo will be held Friday morning, Friday afternoon, and then on Saturday morning.  
 

• Judging: Princess Dorothy Johnson 
- Announced that we lost money on the quilt judging at our 2017 Quilt Show. So, in March 

2020, our Quilt Show Committee recommended that we not do judging at our 2023 show. 
However, since returning from the pandemic in June 2021, the Feather Princesses have 
requested a judged show and revisited this topic.  

- Explained that she contacted an applique quilt judge. And then Dorothy distributed a 
handout to the members, listing the estimated cost to have the judge come, and also the 
number of quilts needed to be judged to offset this cost. Dorothy reviewed the costs on this 
estimate sheet and said we would need only one day of quilt judging, possibly on Thursday, 
January 9, Friday, January 10, or Monday, January 13, 2023.  

- Princess Beverly Abenante asked if Higgins Hall has a secure room that we could use to store 
the quilts and have the quilt judging there?  

- Princess Kathy Bixby suggested that we reserve a room at Springhill Suites, store the quilts 
there overnight, and have the quilt judging there the next day. 

- Princess Beverly Abenante agreed to present information next month about a quilt judge 
she knows who lives in this area.   

- Princess Dorothy confirmed that we will still have the Viewer’s Choice Award at our quilt 
show, regardless of whether we have a judged show or not. 

September Birthday Drawing: Princess Karen P. Hamilton 
Conducted the September Birthday Drawing, and the winner was Princess Kathy Bixby. 

Door Prize Drawings: Princesses Betty Jo Lecaroz and B. J. Weber 
Conducted the Door Prize Drawings, and the winners were Princesses Roni Hunt, Linda Pazdzinski, 
Joanne Rodriguez, and Peggy Wattenbarger. 
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Show N Tell/Show-Offs: Princess Beverly Abenante 
Conducted the Show N Tell, and Princesses Laura O’Connor and Shirley Williams showed their gorgeous 
quilts. 

Princess Dorothy Johnson adjourned the meeting at 2:30 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

___________________________________________________ 
Michelle Barry 
Secretary 
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